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Abstract

After the victory of the Islamic Revolution and the formation of
revolutionary institutions in the field of domestic politics and national
governance, the establishment of an institution to supervise and manage
regulations to ensure their compliance with Islamic law, in order to preserve
the achievements of the Islamic system, became a priority for the
revolutionary political elite. The function of these newly established
institutions was clear, and they were created to strengthen the Islamic system
both in terms of content and functionality. The Guardian Council is one of
the institutions of the revolution that performs multiple functions aimed at
strengthening the Islamic system. Its legal and jurisprudential nature has led
to its special supervisory function being particularly prominent. In the
present study, the authors seek to examine the function of the Guardian
Council in the political system of the Islamic Republic of Iran using
structural-functional theory. Hence, the following question is raised: “What
is the function of the Guardian Council within the structure of the Islamic
Republic of Iran?” In response to the above question, the following
hypothesis is proposed: the Guardian Council has a vital function in the field
of legal-jurisprudential supervision within the structure of the Islamic
Republic of Iran. The research method employed in the present article is
descriptive-explanatory, and the method of data collection is based on
documentary sources.

Keywords: Guardian Council, supervisory function, political system of the
Islamic Republic of Iran, Sharia standards, legal-jurisprudential function
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Extended Abstract
Purpose

After the victory of the Islamic Revolution and the formation of revolutionary
institutions in the field of domestic politics and national governance, the
establishment of an institution to supervise and manage regulations to ensure
compliance with Islamic law in order to preserve the achievements of the Islamic
system became a priority for the revolutionary political elite. The function of the
newly established institutions was clear, and they were created to strengthen the
Islamic system in terms of content and functionality. The Guardian Council is one of
the institutions of the revolution that performs multiple functions aimed at
strengthening the Islamic system. The legal and jurisprudential nature of this
institution has led to its special supervisory function being particularly prominent. In
the present study, the authors seek to examine the function of the Guardian Council
in the political system of the Islamic Republic of Iran using structural-functional
theory. Hence, the following question is raised: “What is the function of the Guardian
Council within the structure of the Islamic Republic of Iran?”

Design/methodology/approach

In response to the above question, the following hypothesis is proposed: the Guardian
Council has a vital function in the field of political, legal, and jurisprudential
supervision within the structure of the Islamic Republic of Iran.
To analyze the functioning of the Guardian Council in the Islamic Republic of Iran
based on the structural-functional model, the role of this institution was examined
within the framework of the functions of the political system and the input, process,
and output functions of the political system. Almond and his colleagues, with a new
approach and a systemic and functional perspective, designed a model in which the
environment and environmental factors involved in the policy-making process are
identified and embedded. In this model, systemic, process, and policy-making
functions are considered in policy-making, which are explained separately below:
a) Systemic functions: This group of functions is not directly involved in the
formulation and implementation of public policies. However, they are of
particular importance for the political system and include: 1. Political
socialization, 2. Selection of agents, 3. Political communication
b) Process functions: These functions are necessary in the process of formulating
and implementing policies in any type of political system and play a direct
role, including: 1. Clarification of interests, 2. Composition of interests, 3.
Policy-making, 4. Implementation and judgment
c) Policy-making functions: This group of functions determines the policies of
a political system in the three areas of resource extraction, distribution of
benefits, and regulation of relations.

Findings

Based on Almond's structural-functional model, the Guardian Council in the Islamic
Republic of Iran has vital functions in the system: maintaining the Islamic identity
of the system, political purification of agents, and establishing the authority of
governing institutions. Thus, in Almond's structural-functional theory, the Guardian
Council is a controlling and stabilizing institution that ensures the survival of the
system through political supervision and purification. At the input of the system, by
assessing the qualifications of political actors, it affects the accumulation and
interpretation of interests. In the decision-making process, by vetoing laws and
interpreting the constitution, it plays a key role. At the output of the system, by
determining legal orientations, it affects the distribution of resources and regulates
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behaviors. In political culture, by defining the boundaries of legitimacy, it helps
shape the political identity of the system. This institution is an example of the
combination of traditional and modern institutions in a complex political system that
the Almond model can explain to some extent, but for a more complete analysis,
other factors such as ideology, the role of leadership, and the power of parallel
institutions must also be considered. Almond considers the political system to be a
set of institutions and processes that perform specific functions to maintain the
survival and balance of the system. The Guardian Council in Iran also plays a key
role in this framework, both in decision-making and in control and supervision.

Research limitations/implications

In the general election policies announced by the Supreme Leader on 24/07/1395,
there are clauses directly aimed at the Guardian Council, each of which has a
significant role in improving the quality of governance in the Islamic Republic of
Iran and its sustainability. The Guardian Council has approved and taken measures
to implement some of them, but it is necessary to make efforts to complete them and
take the necessary actions.

Practical implications

Explaining the role of the Guardian Council in the stability of the political system of
the Islamic Republic of Iran based on the structural-functional theory and its
enhancement based on the realization of general election policies.

Social implications

This research does not affect general policies, but rather reveals the neglect of their
implementation and the gap resulting from non-implementation. It is necessary for
the Guardian Council and the Islamic Consultative Assembly to amend the election
laws of the Islamic Consultative Assembly, presidential elections, and the Islamic
Council elections of cities and villages. Moreover, based on the general election
policies announced on 15 October 2016 (24/07/1395), the government must also
draft a comprehensive election bill so that this reform is completed with the input of
both the executive and legislative branches and the feedback and opinions of the
Guardian Council.

Originality/value

Explaining the vital position of the Guardian Council based on the Almond model
for political systems in general in order to ensure their stability and sustainability.
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