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Abstract

The purpose of this article is to examine Israel's military-security doctrines and
strategic approaches to counter the goals and interests of the Islamic Republic
of Iran in Syria from the emergence of ISIS to the fall of Bashar al-Assad's
regime. This research employs a qualitative descriptive-analytical method based
on library and documentary research, including textual analysis, image
interpretation, map reading, and examination of books, articles, newspapers,
films, photographs, and online sources, both domestic and international, relevant
to the subject. The study seeks to answer the main question: What are the
primary axes of Israel's military-security strategies against the Islamic Republic
of Iran in Syria from the emergence of ISIS to the fall of Bashar al-Assad's
regime? The findings and conclusions of the article are framed within the
hypothesis that the confrontation between the Zionist regime and the Islamic
Republic of Iran in Syria—particularly during the rise of ISIS until the fall of
Bashar al-Assad's regime in 2024—was designed and executed through
doctrines and strategies such as Eisenkot, the Destruction of the Octopus,
Netanyahu's 2030 Security Strategy, and the Strategy of a Thousand Cuts. These
strategies aimed to alter Iran's revolutionary orientation domestically and to
contain and control its influence in the West Asian region, specifically in Syria.
These strategies were accompanied by actions including attacks on Iranian ships,
strikes on Iranian interests in Iraq and Syria, cyber operations, support for hostile
and separatist groups and movements, drone and micro-aircraft operations,
bombing and sabotage of sensitive and strategic facilities, and kidnapping and
interrogation operations.
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Extended Abstract

Purpose

The importance and necessity of this research lie in raising awareness,
creating deterrence, and enhancing the alertness of government officials and
high-ranking military and security commanders of the Islamic Republic of
Iran to confront Israel both inside and outside the country.

Design/methodology/approach

After the victory of the Islamic Revolution in Iran, relations between Iran
and Israel deteriorated, and the former friendship gave way to hostility, with
both sides seeking to weaken and undermine each other. A review of Israeli
security policies and strategies over the past few decades reveals that a
significant portion of its plans and actions target Iran. In this context, Israel
gradually transformed its doctrines and strategies against the Islamic
Republic of Iran, introducing over the past 15 years new approaches such as
Eisenkot, the Destruction of the Octopus, Netanyahu's Security 2030, and
the Strategy of a Thousand Wounds, including direct attacks on Iranian
positions in the region, especially in Syria. Conversely, to counter Israel's
subversive plans and actions, Iran reduced geographic vulnerabilities,
increased its military and weapons capabilities, expanded its influence in the
region, strengthened the axis of resistance, enhanced national power, and
reshaped regional power arrangements, which altered lIsrael's strategic
approach toward Iran.

Findings

This research analyzes, using empirical realities in the Middle East, Israel's
doctrines, strategies, and subversive measures against the Islamic Republic
of Iran over the past 15 years. The study aims to increase the awareness of
government officials and Iranian military and security commanders
regarding Israel's evolving strategies and approaches, enabling them to
adopt measures and implement strategic actions to provide decisive and
deterrent responses.

Research limitations/implications

The term “doctrine” refers to a school of thought, set of principles, beliefs,
or teachings that guide action in support of policies and programs to achieve
objectives. Its application requires understanding requirements and
informed, logical decision-making. Derived from Greek, doctrine means to
teach or instruct. Doctrine also refers to the principles of a philosophy,
intellectual system, politics, or policy. Unlike pure knowledge, which
observes, explains, and interprets, doctrine dictates, guides, and prescribes
actions. In some contexts, doctrine also means “school”, referring to a group
of thinkers with similar theories and opinions who collectively support their
views.
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Practical implications

The Islamic Republic of Iran is an important regional power in the Middle
East, with considerable influence among regional Shiites and other free
nations worldwide. Iran's relations with Syria (under both the Hafez and
Bashar al-Assad regimes) were strategic, supported by factors such as
assistance during the eight-year war with Irag, common threats from Israel
and the United States, Lebanese Hezbollah's alignment with Syria, and
shared positions on Palestine. In this context, the United States, Israel, and
some allies launched a plan known as “Wasp's Nest”, primarily targeting
Syria. This plan contributed to the emergence and spread of Takfiri terrorism
in 2013, the partial collapse of the Syrian regime, widespread civilian
casualties, and occupation of large areas. Following the outbreak of the
Syrian civil war and ISIS's involvement, Iranian military advisors were
deployed at the Syrian government's request to provide advisory support,
assist their strategic ally, and prevent Takfiri threats from reaching Iran and
the region.

Social implications

From 2017 to 2024, Israel carried out over 200 airstrikes targeting more than
1,000 Iran-linked sites and proxies in Syria. In 2021, a new Israeli military
entity, the “Strategic Directorate and the Third Circle,” was established. The
“Third Circle” refers to cross-border threats Israel attributes mainly to
Iranian activities. Attacking lIranian targets in the region, particularly in
Syria, was of high strategic importance. Initially, Israeli operations focused
on limiting precision-guided weapons transfers that could threaten the Iron
Dome system. When Iran did not retaliate immediately, Israel adopted a
gradual and incremental operational approach, progressively escalating its
actions.

Originality/value
Given the sensitivity of the research topic, existing studies in this field are
limited, and this research offers novel insights and innovative contributions
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