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Abstract

Despite the fact that the issue of governance has existed as long as human
life, it has been no more than three decades since its emergence as an
interdisciplinary field of study. In Iran, although slightly delayed, the
concept of governance was gradually recognized by thinkers from different
disciplines. Considering the importance of understanding the developments
of emerging scientific fields from the perspective of science policymaking,
the researcher in this study seeks to identify and analyze trends in
governance research in Iran. For this purpose, all Persian scientific articles
published in the field of governance up to 1402, amounting to 1,038 articles,
were analyzed using a systematic literature review method. The findings
indicate that the first scientific article on governance in Iran was published
in 1380, and since then, the publication trend has been consistently upward,
with a sharp increase in the last decade. Additionally, governance articles
have been published in 307 scientific journals across 23 different disciplines,
but the five main disciplines contribute most significantly to
interdisciplinary studies of governance. These are: political science (31
percent); management (21 percent); economics (13 percent); social sciences
(8 percent); and jurisprudence and law (6 percent). The most frequent
keyword in governance research in Iran is “good governance,” which
appears in 275 articles (nearly 27% of all governance articles). A more
detailed analysis of governance research within the five main disciplines
shows both commonalities and differences in focus. The most important
commonality is the prominence of the keyword “good governance” in all
five fields. Other key focuses include: “Iran” in political science; “electronic
governance” in management; “economic growth” in economics;
“government” in social sciences; and “rule of law” in jurisprudence and law.
The findings of this research can inform prudent policymaking and strategic
planning for research in the field of governance in the Islamic Republic of
Iran.
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Extended Abstract

Purpose

Understanding developments in emerging scientific fields is critical for
effective science policy-making. This study aims to identify and analyze
research trends in the field of governance studies in Iran. Specifically, the
study seeks to: (1) examine the trend of publishing scientific articles in
governance; (2) identify journals publishing governance research and their
disciplinary orientations; (3) map the disciplinary contributions to the
theoretical development of governance studies; and (4) analyze the key
thematic issues within different disciplinary approaches to governance.

Design/methodology/approach

The research employs a systematic literature review using the eight-step
method proposed by Okoli and Schabram. To ensure validity, a theoretical
validity approach based on input and output screening indicators was
applied. An initial pool of 1,520 articles was refined to 1,038 articles through
two stages of screening. Reliability was assessed using the Kappa coefficient
method. Data were analyzed to identify publication trends, disciplinary
contributions, and thematic patterns in governance research.

Findings

The first governance-related article in Iran appeared in 2001, with
publication trends showing consistent growth, particularly in the last decade.
Governance research has been published across 307 journals spanning 23
disciplines. The five leading disciplines contributing to interdisciplinary
governance studies are political science (31%), management (21%),
economics (13%), social sciences (8%), and jurisprudence and law (6%).
The most frequent keyword is “good governance,” appearing in 275 articles
(27% of the total). Further analysis revealed thematic variations across
disciplines: political science emphasizes “Iran,” management focuses on “e-
governance,” economics highlights “economic growth,” social sciences
concentrate on “government,” and jurisprudence and law prioritize the “rule
of law.” Despite these differences, “good governance” remains the dominant
concept across disciplines.

Research limitations/implications

A primary limitation of this study is the absence of comparative analysis
with international governance research. Future studies could undertake
cross-national comparisons to identify similarities and divergences between
Iranian and global governance scholarship, thereby situating Iranian
research within the broader international context.

Practical implications

The findings offer several actionable recommendations for policy and

institutional development:
< Develop a comprehensive interdisciplinary governance framework
with short-, medium-, and long-term objectives to guide research,
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policy-making, and monitoring, ensuring alignment with local
contexts rather than solely Western paradigms.

Assign universities, research institutes, and selected faculty the
task of producing indigenous governance scholarship informed by
modern Islamic civilization.

Implement incentives to increase Iran's global contribution to
governance research.

Establish specialized universities and research institutes for
interdisciplinary governance studies under the supervision of high-
level governance bodies.

Encourage seminaries to integrate governance jurisprudence into
curricula, fostering scholarship that bridges Islamic sciences and
modern governance concepts.

Social implications
The study highlights key social impacts, including:

3
o

Introducing interdisciplinary governance courses at undergraduate
and postgraduate levels to foster innovative education and cross-
disciplinary collaboration.

Establishing governance faculties and departments to train skilled
and committed human resources.

Creating research centers, think tanks, and journals to produce
locally relevant governance literature.

Forming governance associations and student networks to promote
scholarly dialogue.

Hosting national and international conferences to facilitate
knowledge exchange and networking among scholars.

Originality/value

This study offers a novel, empirical examination of the interdisciplinary
nature of governance studies in Iran. It quantifies disciplinary contributions,
identifies dominant theoretical concepts, and highlights thematic trends
based on a systematic analysis of decades of scholarly output. The research
provides a foundation for both theoretical development and policy-oriented
interventions in governance studies within the Iranian scientific community.
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