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Abstract

The contemporary world is experiencing a complex geopolitical transitional period in
which traditional state-centric paradigms and hard-power approaches have become
increasingly inadequate. Emerging imperatives, such as techno-geopolitics, the centrality
of identity and geocultural considerations, and the rise of influential non-state actors, have
confronted policymakers with a fluid, unpredictable, and multi-dimensional strategic
environment. In this context, the primary objective of this study is to explain the nature
of these new geopolitical imperatives and to propose an effective conceptual framework
for strategic policymaking that facilitates adaptation to the rapidly evolving global order.
To achieve this objective, the research employs a qualitative meta-synthesis methodology
based on the model developed by Sandelowski and Barroso. The analytical corpus
comprises 61 specialized documents, including peer-reviewed academic articles and
authoritative strategic reports. Findings from these sources were systematically extracted,
classified, and synthesized through an interpretive process, enabling the development of
an integrated framework rather than a mere aggregation of prior knowledge. The analysis
reveals that four key imperatives—the technological, identity-based, network, and
geoeconomic—are fundamentally reshaping the concepts of power, sovereignty, and
territoriality. These transformations necessitate a shift from the traditional “Westphalian
Actor” model toward a “Networked, Future-Oriented Actor” paradigm, in which
policymakers must integrate new analytical and operational capacities. The proposed
model emphasizes the cultivation of capabilities such as systems thinking, mastery of
smart power strategies, multi-faceted diplomacy, and the application of futures-studies
tools, including scenario planning, to anticipate and manage uncertainty. Strategic
institutions, therefore, must revise their traditional hierarchical structures and invest in
developing these new competencies to operate effectively within this complex and
dynamic geopolitical environment.
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Extended Abstract

Purpose

The contemporary international system is undergoing a complex transitional phase
characterized by strategic fluidity, technological revolutions, and the rise of non-state
actors. Traditional state-centric, hard-power paradigms are increasingly inadequate
for understanding current global dynamics. This research aims to identify the new
geopolitical  imperatives—technological, identity-based,  networked, and
geoeconomic—and to analyze their impact on the evolution of strategic
policymaking. The study seeks to provide an integrated conceptual framework that
enables policymakers to adapt to these transformations and develop future-oriented
strategies.

Design/methodology/approach

The study employs a qualitative meta-synthesis approach based on the systematic
model developed by Sandelowski and Barroso (2007). The analytical corpus
includes 61 peer-reviewed articles and authoritative strategic reports, selected and
evaluated through a rigorous quality appraisal process. Core findings were extracted,
classified, and synthesized through an interpretive process to generate a new,
integrated conceptual model. Trustworthiness was ensured through data and
theoretical triangulation, rich descriptive analysis, and a transparent audit trail of the
research process. This approach moves beyond a simple aggregation of findings,
allowing the development of a futurological, network-oriented framework for
strategic policymaking.

Findings

The meta-synthesis identifies four transformative geopolitical imperatives reshaping
the strategic landscape. The technological imperative reflects a shift in competition
to cyber and cognitive domains through concepts such as Techno-Geopolitics and
Noopolitik, emphasizing the strategic role of information and technology. The
identity imperative highlights the centrality of civilizational narratives and
geocultural considerations in contemporary conflicts, elevating the importance of
soft power in strategy. The network imperative points to the rise of powerful non-
state actors, challenging the traditional Westphalian, state-centric model and
requiring a transition to multi-actor, networked strategic thinking. The geoeconomic
imperative underscores the emergence of economic instruments and arenas as
primary tools of strategic competition, illustrating the interdependence of economic
and geopolitical power. Together, these imperatives compel policymakers to
transition from the traditional “Westphalian Actor” model to a “Networked, Future-
Oriented Actor” paradigm, integrating systems thinking, smart power, multi-faceted
diplomacy, and futures-studies methodologies such as scenario planning to navigate
uncertainty.

Practical implications

Policymaking institutions must revise hierarchical structures in favor of more
flexible, integrated, and networked models. Strategic investment is required in areas
such as cybersecurity, big-data analytics, and public diplomacy, while training a new
generation of analysts and strategists with foresight and futures-oriented capabilities
is crucial. Adopting smart power strategies that blend hard and soft power tools will
be essential for advancing national interests in a complex, multi-dimensional global
environment.
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Saocial implications

The research highlights the importance of societal awareness and preparedness for
emerging global challenges. Enhancing futures literacy among policymakers, civil
society, and educational institutions can support informed strategic decision-making
and strengthen societal resilience against technological, economic, and cultural
disruptions. By fostering a culture of forward-looking governance, societies can
better anticipate risks, mobilize collective resources, and maintain stability amid
geopolitical volatility.

Originality/value

This study contributes a novel, integrative framework that synthesizes technological,
identity-based, networked, and geoeconomic imperatives into a single, futurological
model of strategic policymaking. Unlike conventional analyses, it combines meta-
synthesis of literature with futures-studies tools to produce a conceptual model that
is both analytically rigorous and practically applicable. The research provides
valuable insights for strategists, policymakers, and scholars seeking to understand
and adapt to the evolving global strategic environment, offering a blueprint for
developing resilient, adaptive, and forward-looking policy architectures.
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