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Abstract

The issuance of the General Policies of the “Resistance Economy” on 18 February
2014 (29 Bahman 1392) aimed to position Iran as the leading economic power in the
region, emphasizing a knowledge-based and justice-oriented economy. After more
than a decade, a necessary preparatory measure is to evaluate the extent to which
existing laws comply with the objectives of these general policies. This evaluation
requires two main assessments: first, examining the alignment of sector-specific or
directly related laws with the general policies; and second, identifying
inconsistencies in other existing laws. In this study, employing a descriptive-
analytical approach, both categories of laws were identified and analyzed,
encompassing 26 fully relevant laws and 39 related laws. The results indicate that,
among the 24 clauses of the general policy, 11 clauses show partial or repeated
inconsistencies with current legislation, 19 clauses are aligned (compliant), 5 clauses
have been completely overlooked, and 10 clauses require attention in at least eight
of the relevant laws. Furthermore, among the 26 identified relevant laws, the laws on
“Enhancement of Agricultural and Natural Resources Productivity,” “Removal of
Barriers to Competitive Production and Strengthening the National Financial
System,” and “Continuous Improvement of the Business Environment” emerge as
the most closely aligned with the general policies. Conversely, within the full body
of existing legislation, the laws on the “Central Bank of the Islamic Republic of
Iran,” the “Amendment of Certain Provisions of the Government Financial
Regulations (2),” and the “Regulation of Certain Government Financial Rules”
exhibit the highest degree of inconsistency with the related general policies.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

The announcement of the general policies of the resistance economy was
made on February 19, 2013, with the aim of transforming Iran into the
leading economic power in the region, centered on a knowledge-based and
justice-oriented economy. After more than a decade, one of the necessary
preparatory measures is to assess the degree of compliance of current laws
with the objectives of the general policy, which itself requires two reviews:
assessing the degree of alignment of specific or related laws with the general
policy, and assessing the degree of discrepancies in other current laws.

Methods

The present study, using a descriptive-analytical method, seeks to assess the
compliance of current laws with the relevant general policy. A review of the
titles and provisions of the country’'s current laws shows that the issue of
compliance with the general policy of the "resistance economy" is not
relevant in most of them, and only a limited number of laws (26 laws) are
relevant and require examination. For other laws, an assessment of the
degree of non-conformity of the law with the general policy is sufficient.

Results and Conclusions

The results of the evaluation in the present study regarding the extent of
alignment between existing laws and the General Policies of the Resilient
Economy indicate that, among the 24 clauses of the aforementioned
general policy, some have encountered inconsistencies (conflicts) in the
reviewed laws, some demonstrate alignment (compliance or harmony), and
some have been overlooked or not pursued at all.

< Based on the obtained results, among the 26 identified relevant laws,
the following can be highlighted as the most important laws aligned
with the said general policy:

< Law on Increasing Productivity in the Agricultural Sector and Natural
Resources; pursuing 11 clauses out of the 24 clauses of the general
policy;

< Law on Removing Obstacles to Competitive Production and
Improving the Financial System of the Country; pursuing 8 clauses
out of the 24 clauses of the general policy;

< Law on Continuous Improvement of the Business Environment;
pursuing 8 clauses out of the 24 clauses of the general policy.

< On the other hand, among all existing laws, the following can be
regarded as those with the highest level of inconsistency (conflict)
with the relevant general policy:

< Law of the Central Bank of the Islamic Republic of Iran; with 7
conflicting provisions relative to the general policy;

< Law Amending Certain Provisions of the Law on Regulating Certain
Financial Regulations of the Government (2); with 5 conflicting
provisions relative to the general policy;
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% Law on Regulating Certain Financial Regulations of the Government;

with 4 conflicting provisions relative to the general policy.

The results of the study indicate that, among the 24 clauses of the
aforementioned general policy, 11 clauses have been repeatedly
contradicted in current laws, 19 clauses have been harmonized (aligned), 5
clauses have been completely ignored and not followed, and 10 clauses of
the general policy require attention in at least 8 cases of related laws.

Side Findings

The key point is that the compliance (alignment) of laws with each of the
general policy clauses does not necessarily mean the desired realization of
that clause. This is because the effectiveness of each law in achieving the
goals of the general policy will vary depending on, first, what other
decisive factors in realizing the clause in question are not addressed in the
law; second, the quality of the formulation of the relevant law’s
implementing regulations and bylaws; and third, the quality of the
institutional arrangements, division of labor, and cooperation among the
agencies involved in implementing the law.

Policy Recommendations and Suggestions

Addressing the findings of this compliance or matching study in a
principled manner requires attention to the following policy and strategic
recommendations:

1. Studies, including the present research, indicate that some of the
reasons for the inconsistency between current laws and the General
Policies of the Resilient Economy should be sought within the
policies themselves. Given the weakness of the policy-making and
policy-writing system in the country, reforming it has become
essential. Therefore, revising these policies and improving their
quality—with the aim of strengthening their directive power and
binding force at every stage of legislation and implementation—
appears necessary. In this regard, conducting complementary related
studies seems both essential and path-breaking.

2. Considering the large number of areas and topics covered by the
General Policies of the Resilient Economy, and the fact that their
realization requires the pursuit of specific actions across various
economic sectors, it is inevitable—during the process of rewriting the
existing policies—to explicitly identify within the policies themselves
those domains and clauses that necessarily require dedicated and
specialized laws and regulations. This step will help achieve the
maximum realization of the policies’ objectives through the
formulation of appropriate laws and regulations.

3. After revising the relevant General Policies, and with the aim of
resolving inconsistencies between existing laws and these policies, it
is recommended that a specialized committee be formed—in
collaboration with the Islamic Consultative Assembly (Parliament),
the Expediency Discernment Council, and other branches of
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government—under the supervision of the Expediency Discernment
Council or the Parliament, tasked with preparing proposed
amendments to the relevant laws.

4. Since aligning current laws with the General Policies alone is not
sufficient to achieve the embedded objectives of these policies, it is
essential—in order to maximize the realization of the intended
goals—to first thoroughly identify and define the macro and sectoral
requirements. This includes recognizing the necessary environmental
and contextual pathways and components, as well as the appropriate
institutional, legal, regulatory, executive, and supervisory
arrangements. Subsequently, the requirements for effective and
efficient legislation should be addressed and pursued alongside other
key components. For this purpose, conducting applied studies related
to understanding the macro and sectoral requirements for realizing the
objectives of the General Policies is essential.

5. Establishing a specialized, macro-oriented, and dynamic platform or
mechanism to identify and fulfill macro, sectoral, institutional, legal,
executive, and supervisory requirements—and to ensure the provision
of each of them—appears vital. This platform must operate under
high-level governing institutions such as the Expediency Discernment
Council, yet remain distinctly different from existing procedures and
commissions. This is because if the current procedures had been
sufficiently effective, the existing deficiencies would either not have
emerged or would already be on the path to correction.
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