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Abstract

With the victory of the Islamic Revolution of Iran and the ideal of establishing an Islamic
civilization, one of the most persistent challenges has been to articulate a comprehensive theory
and model of Islamic governance encompassing all its dimensions—from economy, politics,
and culture to the management of societal affairs and the fulfillment of individual needs.
Among the primary concerns of humanities scholars is the theoretical explanation and
extraction of essential scientific models, as well as the study of the intellectual foundations of
the leaders of the Islamic Revolution within the framework of velayat-e-fagih (guardianship of
the jurist). The central issue is that, in order to understand the statements and evolution of the
Vali-e Faqih’s thought—whether as a text or as an idea—one must determine whether it should
be approached through conventional interpretive methods, similar to other texts and ideas, or
whether, given its sacred position in Islamic thought, a distinct methodology is required to
extract a theoretical model from the Vali’s thought and its esoteric dimensions. Methodological
and inferential reductionism, therefore, is not appropriate in this context. This study is grounded
in Islamic philosophy in terms of its fundamental purpose. In terms of data collection, it
employs both library research and fieldwork, with in-depth interviews as the primary tools.
Data Analysis Strategy: Thematic analysis was employed in three stages. From a total of 188
statements collected through expert interviews, 198 basic themes, 17 organizing themes, and 7
overarching themes were extracted. The findings, through an innovative and established
approach, propose an exploratory methodological framework for understanding and
discovering the intellectual and cognitive system of the Vali. This framework—termed the
“Uns Method”—is based on four main pillars: (1) the general principles of jurisprudence and
inference derived from the familiarity with the Vali-e Faqih; (2) historical and character study
and analysis; (3) discourse analysis of the Vali-e Faqih’s thought; and (4) Qur’anic research
and data quantification of the topic under discussion.
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Extended Abstract

Following the victory of the Islamic Revolution of Iran and the
emergence of the ideal of Islamic civilization-building, one of the most
fundamental theoretical challenges in the field of humanities and social
sciences has been the formulation of a comprehensive model for
governing an Islamic state across political, economic, cultural, and social
dimensions.

In this context, the understanding and theorization of the thoughts of the
leaders of the Islamic Revolution—particularly the Supreme Leader in
the position of Velayat-e-Fagih (Guardianship of the Jurist)—have
constituted a central concern for scholars.

The core question addressed in this study is whether the statements
and ideas of the Supreme Leader can be analyzed through conventional
methodologies applied to ordinary texts and intellectual works, or
whether, given the distinctive and sacred status of Velayat in Islamic
thought, a differentiated, non-reductionist methodology is required to
achieve a deeper and systematic understanding of the Leader’s
intellectual framework.
By critically examining prevalent quantitative and qualitative research
methods—such as content analysis, thematic analysis, grounded theory,
and discourse analysis—this study argues that although these approaches
offer valuable analytical tools, they are insufficient on their own for
comprehending the integrated and system-building nature of the
Supreme Leader’s thought. Conversely, approaches that entirely reject
methodological systematization are also shown to be inadequate. This
research seeks to transcend this dichotomy by proposing an alternative
framework that preserves methodological rigor while avoiding
epistemological reductionism.

The philosophical foundation of the study is rooted in the Islamic
paradigm, which—drawing upon the Qur’an, Islamic traditions, and the
works of Muslim scholars—is presented as an epistemologically
independent paradigm alongside positivism, interpretivism, and critical
theory. Within this paradigm, the human being is understood as a multi-
dimensional entity whose means of cognition include sense perception,
reason, intuition, and revelation. Social reality is conceived as the
outcome of both human agency and the influence of social structures.
Methodologically, the research adopts a qualitative approach with a
combined inductive—deductive orientation and is classified as
fundamental research. Data were collected through documentary studies
and in-depth expert interviews.

Data analysis was conducted using thematic analysis. From 188
extracted propositions, 198 basic themes, 17 organizing themes, and 7
overarching themes were identified. The findings, developed through an
innovative and foundational approach, resulted in the formulation of an
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exploratory methodological model for understanding and uncovering the
intellectual system of the Supreme Leader, termed the “Uns (Intimate
Understanding) Method.” This method is structured around four core
pillars:

General principles of Usul al-Figh and insight derived from those
intellectually close to the Supreme Leader;

Foundational analysis through historical inquiry and biographical—
conduct (sirah) studies, with emphasis on intellectual evolution;

Discourse analysis of the Supreme Leader’s thought, with attention
to context, metatext, and socio-historical background;

Qur’anic grounding combined with the quantification of data to
enhance analytical validation.

The results indicate that the most suitable academic approach for
understanding the Supreme Leader’s intellectual system is a synthesized
framework that integrates historical analysis from the critical paradigm,
depth-oriented and context-sensitive qualitative inquiry, and selective
guantitative techniques within a mixed-methods design. The proposed
Uns Method offers a comprehensive and coherent framework for
achieving a profound, systematic, and non-reductionist un

derstanding of the Supreme Leader’s system-building thought and
provides a viable foundation for advancing theoretical development in
Islamic governance and contemporary Islamic civilization-building.
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