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Abstract

The European Union's technology sanctions against Iran began in 2010 and
gradually expanded. Secondary sanctions by the United States doubled the
impact of these measures. These sanctions encompass restrictions on the
export of information and communication technology equipment, advanced
software, dual-use technologies, and access to European digital services.
This research addresses this complex issue by posing the question: what
long-term impacts have EU technology sanctions had on Iran's digital
development, and how will these consequences affect the structure of future
Iran-Europe relations? Based on the study's main hypothesis, European
technology sanctions, despite creating a short-term digital divide, will in the
long run lead to the strengthening of Iran's technological self-sufficiency,
the formation of alternative technology networks centered on the East, and
ultimately a reduction in Europe's leverage over Iran. Methodologically, this
research employs comparative-historical analysis and a case study approach,
grounded in Keohane and Nye's theory of complex interdependence, Susan
Strange's concept of structural power, and the technological leapfrogging
model that explains how developing countries navigate stages of
technological development. Expected outcomes include identifying Iran's
adaptation patterns to technology sanctions, analyzing structural changes in
the region's technology value chain, predicting future technological
interaction scenarios, and providing policy recommendations for optimizing
bilateral relations.
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