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Abstract

Crises, including drought, armed conflict, climate change, etc., are emerging issues that
threaten national and international security, especially in arid and semi-arid regions,
including Iran. Along with the efforts of the governments involved in the crisis to get
out of the mentioned situation, some international organizations and institutions,
including the International Committee of the Red Cross, are helping countries by
emphasizing the promotion of humanitarian rights and the adoption of operational,
educational and development-oriented mechanisms. Examining the records of the Red
Cross Committee shows the activity of this humanitarian organization during armed
conflicts and natural disasters. It is important that the committee needs to pay more
attention to the promotion of its support-protection position, taking into account all the
facilities and experiences it has acquired. The current research, with an analytical-
descriptive approach and the use of international authentic documents, examines the
procedures with the aim of developing humanitarian principles and helping the victims
of critical situations. The innovation of the research is in examining the approaches,
missions and challenges of the Red Cross in protecting water during special situations,
and its achievement is that due to the changing shape and nature of armed conflicts and
global trends such as climate change and digitization, the Red Cross must adopt
systematic solutions in order to maintain readiness and strengthen quick response in
critical situations, promote a flexible, sustainable approach and develop expertise in the
fields affecting humanitarian actions.

Keywords: International Committee of the Red Cross, water shortage crisis,
international armed conflicts, water conservation, water & habitat unit.
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1. ICRC Annual Report 2013
2. Water and Habitat
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2. Its mission is to:

... protect the lives and dignity of victims of armed conflict and other situations of violence and to provide
them with assistance. The ICRC also endeavours to prevent suffering by promoting and strengthening
humanitarian law and universal humanitarian principles ...”
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— State entities, armed forces, international peace-keepers, armed groups, clans and other non-State actors —
who are able to launch hostile action against persons or a population and who are responsible for protecting
those who fall under their control
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